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	Text:                                                                                  PRESS RELEASEFOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                                                    MEDIA CONTACT: Michael Skelly, 917-364-8142May 5, 2020                                       The New York State Supreme Court Officers Association Appeals to Congress for                                                                  Improved Surprise Medical Billing Legislation  NEW YORK. – Today, Patrick Cullen, President of the New York State Supreme Court Officers Association (SCOA) sent a letter to Congress urging them to amend currently proposed surprise medical billing legislation to ensure insurers are providing adequate coverage for both essential and emergency service workers.  The insurance industry is increasingly placing surprise medical burdens on patients, by refusing to cover key procedures and services. Supreme Court Officers are essential in the day-to-day operations of the courts that ensure Americans’ freedom. SCOA is dedicated to providing its members with quality healthcare, and this surprise billing epidemic is diminishing the hard-earned health benefits the union has secured for its members.“Even before the COVID-19 pandemic struck, working men and women were being squeezed by surprise medical costs at a time when we can least afford it,” said SCOA President Patrick Cullen. “The long-term impact from serious health problems caused by COVID-19 is only going to intensify our need for affordable healthcare that places patients ahead of profits. We are asking both parties in Congress to protect the health care needs of working men and women, like our members, at this critical time.” In the letter, the union thanks Speaker Pelosi for her initial efforts on this issue, but appeals that more must to be done to ensure quality coverage: “Congress has made curbing this practice a priority, but current proposals actually protect insurer profits rather than requiring them to provide adequate in-network coverage. The multiple pieces of legislation in the House and Senate are not serious attempts to fix this problem. The letter continues: “The SCOA mission is to improve benefits and protect the rights of all our members and their families. That is why we write this letter to you today, because surprise medical bills have caused great pain and unfair financial strain on our members. By writing this letter we are fighting for our members and we hope that you begin to seriously fight for your constituents. Our members deserve to have essential and emergency services covered by their insurance plans. It is time for the greedy insurance companies to be held accountable for providing unsustainable plans.”  The full letter can be viewed at www.nysscoa.orgABOUT THE NEW YORK STATE SUPREME COURT OFFICERS ASSOCIATION. The New York State Supreme Court Officers Association consists of uniformed officers in the courts throughout the five boroughs of New York City as well as Westchester, Rockland, Putnam, Orange and Dutchess Counties. It is affiliated with the A.F.L.-C.I.O. and the International Longshoreman’s Association. The Association is dedicated to improving benefits and protecting the rights of all its members. For more information, please see https://www.nysscoa.org/ 


